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vent believers, and yet have been virtually atheists. The form of pantheism which they have adopted has enabled them to present their anti-religious negations in the language which had been appropriated to the expression of positive Christian tenets. It has allowed them, while discarding sacred things, to retain sacred names and venerated formulas. Now, undoubtedly, pantheism in Germany has owed much of its success to this power of assuming the aspect of the system to which it is most opposed. Through availing itself thereof it has not only commended its doctrines to some who would have been shocked by them if they had been presented without disguise, but it has been able to work an amount of harm which it could never otherwise have done, by substituting for the principles of the Gospel dogmas nominally the same but really as different as darkness from light or poison from food. But, again, it must be said that power is by no means identical with merit. Satan is only the more dangerous because he can take the form of an angel of light; and he is none the worthier of our esteem when he presents himself in this character. So pantheism will receive no credit either from truly intelligent or scrupulously honest men because of its power of seeming to be what it is not, and of explaining away or perverting what it professes to interpret and confirm.